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built and many of them further modified from the original 
kit into something even more spectacular. I hope my own 
efforts in 1:12 , 1:20 and 1:24   helped compliment the 
stars of the show. Read more inside.     

The second Slot Slot is featured with more from Pete   
Shepherd and his award winning Lotus Slot Cars along with 
other Lotus model news including at last, news of a 1:18 
diecast of the current crop of Lotus sponsored Indy Cars. 

Technology  often gets the better of those amongst us 
with a few miles on the clock but progress is progress. In an 
effort to keep up with the 21st century, you can now find Kit 
Lotus on Facebook giving you another opportunity to post 
comments about your favourite hobby and share with other 
model enthusiasts. 

No apology will ever cross my lips for featuring anything 
to do with a Lotus 49 because I regard it so highly as the 
epitome of a formula one car and the first car of the       
modern era. This time I have the Tasman 49 build and an 
article from Martín Mayor based in Madrid, about his 1:43 
transkit versions featuring the privateers of Pete Lovely and 
Alex Soler Roig. A brief mention also of Tameo’s long 
awaited 1968 Graham Hill Monaco Grand Prix Lotus 49B 
complete with the upswept tail fairing. 

There is also news of other Lotus kits not least from one of 
our favourite Japanese multi media 1:20 manufacturer 
Model Factory Hiro whose site now lists both a Lotus 79 full 
detail kit and a  Lotus 77conversion kit, both in 1:12!  OK 
so translation from Japanese could be a little daunting  
without Google or Bing but I’m sure that is what it says. I 
have been unable to extract comment from the source so 
far. Way back in 2003 the Japanese magazine Model Cars, 
featured a 1:12 Lotus 77 which I believed to be a scratch 
build .   

Editorial 
The pressure is off the build programme now that the Club 
Lotus Show and Festival at Donington has come and gone 
and it really has made a difference. As the show             
approached and my efforts to finish the Tasman 49 grew 
more anxious, the quality of the build dropped                
proportionally. For reasons described elsewhere, I aborted 
the build until after the show and decided to put on a    
display without it in the knowledge that visitors would not 
be disappointed with what we had on offer . 

The show was excellent but less well attended than        
previous shows. Nevertheless, the quality of the displays 
did full justice to the decision by Club Lotus to return to 
Donington Park. This event being the first in the exhibition 
centre since the catastrophic events which saw the British 
GP saga put the circuit in jeopardy. It was good to be back 
and the event is  described in this issue. 

Linked very much to the show was the debut of Pete 
Pedroza’s 1:8 scale Lotus 40. Fantastic! For those who 
have been following the build in Kit Lotus but couldn’t see 
the model in the flesh, I have a treat for you with several 
pictures of Peter’s amazing creation. 

The world’s  most popular scale of collectable models is 
undoubtedly  1:43 and the Kit Lotus Donington display was 
privileged to have Simon Parsons bring his amazing        
collection of Lotus F1 , sports and GT models, all hand  

 

 



The Slot Slot—part two 

 

By Pete Shepherd 
In the second of our Slot Slots,I asked Pete to share 
with us what drives his model choice and how he 
puts them together…… 

 

“I’ll start with the easiest question to answer, how do 
I choose the models. 

I usually build my cars to suit a particular meeting 
that is coming up. Even though I usually have cars in 
my collection that I have ready to use at certain 
events I like to build something new for each one. I 
have a good collection of books and the internet is 
obviously a good source of inspiration. I try to choose 
unusual subjects and I particularly like small cars, 
this combination tends to do well in concours events. 
If I can do a Lotus I will, at the last Wolverhampton 
open meeting which was for Pre 1963 Le mans cars I 
entered a team of Lotus’s in the under 2 litre class, I 
had an Elite, IX and XI, they didn’t do too well in the 
racing but I came 1st and 2nd in concours which I was 
very pleased about. 

Parts I use –  

When I build a car it has to look right, this might 
sound obvious but in the world of slot racing people 
build cars to go fast. This means they are often too 
low, too wide, have too wide a tyre, not enough side 
wall on the tyres, tiny front wheels etc etc. These 
things all help the performance but in my eyes they 
look terrible. So I try to avoid all of the above and my 
cars generally have the right look which is probably 
why I never do that well in racing!  

Most of the bodies I use are resin and I have about 
one fibre glass AA bodyshell in me per year. The 
fibre glass bodies involve a lot of hard work if you 
want to make them look really good they can be very 
frustrating hence just the one per year. I tend to use 
PCS adjustable chassis as they are quick to put to-
gether and can be adapted to fit many     different 
bodies. I also use Penelope Pitlane (PP) brass chas-
sis which are again easy to put together but are a bit 
racier. The PCS and PP chassis are both less than a 
tenner so aren’t expensive either. For running gear, 
Italian firm “Slot it” make many  precision parts and 
fast motors which are ideal for club racing I use PP 
aluminium wheels which can be bought in either a 
scale 13” or 15” and look right on a 50’s or 60’s 
sports or GT car. I use resin inserts which fit inside 
the aluminium wheels and these are available in 
many different styles to suit most car, these are 
available from RS slot racing along with racing tyres 
to fit all kinds of wheels. You don’t have to use all of 
the above to build a great looking cars, you can use 
cheaper alternatives such as plastic wheels and 
standard scalextric running gear which will save lots 
of money, there are parts available for most budgets 
it just depends what you want. “ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pete’s preference for sports and GT cars prompted him to 
scratchbuild this Lotus Europa in Gold Leaf Team  Lotus colours 

The business end of Pete’s three Wolverhampton open meting con-
cours winning Lotus. Attention to detail underneath as well 

Its al about detail and this driver figure piloting a Lotus IX is superb 
and no doubt contributed to the concours win 



Donington 2011       

 The glorious 12th finally came, August that is, and with 
not a Grouse in sight, not even in the hip flask, it was time 
to set off for Donington and set up the Kit Lotus stand 
ready for the two day Club Lotus Show and Festival at the 
recently re-opened Donington Park International          
Exhibition Centre. Club Lotus had succeeded in bringing 
back there annual show to  Donington for the very first 
exhibition since the collapse of the  F1 bid . It was good to 
be back. 

With me on this significant show for Kit Lotus were Simon 
Parsons with his magnificent collection of 1:43 Lotus and 
Peter Pedroza with his equally magnificent scratch builds 
and dioramas. To complement their skills, I had some of 

my 1:12, 1;24,and1;20  stuff . 1:43 is not my main     
interest but I took along the 1954 Bedford Cliff Alison 
Transporter. As mentioned before, Mike Serrurier sent 
along his two debut prototypes of the Lotus 1. 

In preparation for the show, I invested in a new set of  
display graphics which I hoped would put the display  
models in a professional environment. The result worked 
and complete with carpeting the display looked great. Add 
a couple of IKEA cabinets and we were ready to receive 
visitors. 

Alan Morgan and his team overcame the change of     
season from what is normally a spring event, to a         
mid-summer event with the inevitable holiday period   
having a drain on people. The Nurburgring event meant 
the Classic Team Lotus Transporter was absent but CTL 

still put on a fabulous display of immaculately turned out 
cars. This year their theme (or Thieme?) was Essex with a 
brace of Esprits in the striking blue, red and silver of Essex 
Petroleum sitting alongside Nigel Mansell’s Lotus 81. Making 
up the display was a Lotus 102 in Camel livery and a Lotus 
Formula Ford from Ford France. CTL’s usual myriad of      
merchandising and model cars completed their display, but it 
is not just about this. The CTL stand is a place to meet     
people who have spent their lives building the legend . It was 
a privilege to meet Bob Dance for example who is as happy 
saying hello to new people just as much as meeting up with 
his old friends. I also had the chance to chat with Ian Scott 
Watson, reminiscing briefly of the time he gave me a hand 
running a Time Control on the FIVA World Rally outside of the 
Jim Clark Room in Duns back in 1996. 

Whilst important to the many traders who supported the 
show, it wasn’t all about selling, it was about celebrating the 
wide and varied elements that make up our fascination for 
anything Lotus. The Club Lotus stand, in the centre of the 
show was the focal  point for everything with the many exhib-
its and club area radiating off from there. Whether an oppor-
tunity to sell a Lotus or buy a part for your restoration, there 
was something for everyone. The Lotus factory supported the 
event with the Lotus Renault F1 car and a works liveried 
Evora Cup contender. Lotus 72R5 completed their exhibit. 

Back on the Kit Lotus stand, we had visits from many people 
eager to share their experiences of their own model          
collections. For the first time we met Ronald Ringma who 
was there in his capacity of Secretary of  Club Lotus Holland. 
Many of you know Ronald through his monthly  newsletter, 
the Lotus Drivers Guide which contains anything and        
everything about Lotus . Ronald is a keen modeler and has 
an amazing gallery of all Lotus model cars including some 
bizarre and obscure pictures he has gathered from collectors 
around the world. 

One of our show stars was the public debut of the 1:18 scale 
prototype Lotus 1 made by Mike Serrurier in Durban, RSA. Of 
interest to any serious Lotus model collector, Mike has     
produced the car with nothing but a handful of pictures as 
his reference guide. The many positive comments we       
received have all been fed back to South Africa for Mike to 
continue refining the model for public sale . Contact him   
direct on mikeser@telkomsa.net if you are interested. These 
models will only be made in very small numbers. 

Another of our stars was undoubtedly the 1:8 Scale Lotus 40 
built from scratch by Peter Pedroza. Depicted as the Brands 
hatch 1965 version, this model has magnificent detail, its 
build covered elsewhere. Visitors to the stand were amazed 
by the skills which had gone into this model as well as the 
other scratch built models by Peter like his 1:8 scale Lotus 
49. When describing how he had made the instruments in 
the dash, or the wheels and tyres, you could see jaws drop. 

We had visits from many current owners who maintain and 
race historic Lotus cars . They were often surprised to find 
that a model of their car exists in some form or  some scale. 
One Lotus IX owner in particular had never seen a model of 
his car before and in the true style of a bus, two came along 
at once. 

 

 



Donington continued    

The two days of the show passed all too quickly, one final 
amusing highlight for me was the two glass display      
cabinets I took for the Kit Lotus display. I don’t really have 
room for these at home, either assembled or packed 
away, so living  as I do near to Ikea Nottingham, I pick up 
a couple of cabinets and take them to the display where I 
assemble them in situ. At the end of the show, I carefully 
dismantle them, put them back in the Ikea packaging and 
promptly sell them on ebay. 

Several visitors asked about the cabinets so I said to one 
couple, if you are here at the end of the show you can 
have them for a reasonable price and take them away 
with you. The lady of the couple was really taken with the 
offer and excited about the prospect of going home from 
the Lotus show having bought two flat packed Ikea       
cabinets. Her enthusiasm was only dampened when her 
husband reminded her that two such cabinets would be 
difficult to take home to Suffolk in a Lotus Elan!! 

Great show Club Lotus, thank you for inviting us. 

These Lotus owners often would like a replica of their cars 
and the world of model Lotus kits has more to offer than   
the retail market of instant gratification would have them 
believe. Both Peter and Simon were able to make contact 
with potential commissions. At Kit Lotus, we don’t sell   
anything apart from membership, but our members have 
the skills to help others by building replicas for them.  That 

elusive model may actually be closer than you think. 

The Lotus Show always thrills with its balance of club and 
industry exhibits. Magnificent examples of everything from 
the Mk IV to the Evora were represented. Club Elite and 
the Historic Lotus Register featured prominently with 
members bringing along their finest.  

AutobahnStormers  with their Lotus Carlton and Lotus 
Omegas put on a fine display of latent horsepower, typical 
of the ‘Q’ car ethic that Lotus have produced over the 
years with the Lotus Cortina and Sunbeam Lotus for exam-
ple. The Carlton exhudes limo style but with a few choice 
additions, not least 377 bhp of twin Garrett T25 Turbo 
Lotus power. Lotus developed suspension and subtle 
body/wheel changes completed the package and when 
introduced, they were capable of 177mph maximum and 
for a while became the car of choice for various thieves 
and vagabonds. The police had nothing to touch this sort 
of performance, how times have changed! The Lotus   
Carlton was never federalized for import to the USA and 
only now is allowed in on a show and display permit. This 
year AutobahnStormers celebrate their twentieth           
anniversary and formed by a group of enthusiasts for the 
German Built, British badged straight six big Vauxhalls and 
Opels. 

The Lotus Drivers Club were there in force mainly with 
newer versions like the Elise/Exige/Europa but for us the 
most interesting thing was a sneak preview of a 1:24 
scale transkit in resin of the elusive Lotus Elan +2        
produced by one of their members. Watch this space! 

Spyder Engineering from Peterborough had their Ford 
Zetec engine Lotus +2 on show along with their stunning 
replacement backbone chassis. 

Paul Matty Sports Cars had his usual crop of Lotus  cars 
for sale, many having had superb restorations and/or 
modifications. Just a line up of cars to drool over really 

 

 

An unexpected bonus at this years show appeared in the 
form of some bargain Lotus books courtesy of Coterie 
Press.  Three books, I think, ended up back at the ranch 
but two of them, Peter Ross’s Lotus the Early Years and 
1965,Jim Clark & Team Lotus the UK Races went 
straight into the ‘not to be seen until Christmas’ Santa 
sack on the orders of Mrs T. At £20 and £10               
respectively, bargain of the week. I also spied             
Remembering Elio for another £10 by Lorie Coffey. Also 
a Coterie book, this volume has lots of excellent         
photographs from the mid to end period of the  ground 
effect years. The text follows Elio’s career and is an easy 
read, just the thing for relaxing with a coffee on a Sunday 
morning. 




