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EDITORIAL 
Welcome to Volume 2 of Kit Lotus. It just doesn't seem  a whole 
year since I penned the first issue and took the tentative steps 
of actually asking people to buy the thing. To celebrate the first 
year and hopefully to attract a level of subscription that I would 
like to see, I have booked a space at the 2009 Lotus Show and 
Festival at the world famous Donington Park racing circuit. 

Last year over 20,000 people attended the two day Lotus     
celebration and I am confident that a small percentage can be 
persuaded to buy a full subscription. 

I am very grateful to the people  who have supported this     
venture over 2008 and your increasing level of comment and 
feedback make it more than necessary to carry on. Lets face it, 
there will always be plenty for us to talk about and discuss. 

It became an ambition of mine  some while ago to embark on 
the Kit Lotus route and I finally decided to commit whilst sitting 
on a hot sunny deck overlooking the Henderson Inlet  in the 
Pacific Northwest of America  two days after visiting  the       
Indianapolis 500 in May 2007.  

My friend and I were swapping model stories over a couple of 
beers after a guided tour of his model collection, mainly  Tamiya 
F1 which is how we first met.  I got him an English copy of the 
instructions  for a 49B following a request  on the internet. This 
convinced me that enough people are dedicated Lotus          
collectors who would look upon a specialist magazine            
favourably. So  far it looks like this theory is true. 

For the second year of Kit Lotus, that’s Volume 2 to you and me, 
all new subscribers will be given free access to  all back issues 
from Volume 1 so, for your six quid you will receive twelve issues. 

Bearing in mind the support given by the original first year     
subscribers, I recognise that  they are missing out on this deal 
so, for first year subscription renewals, including those who have 
renewed without receiving a reminder, they will receive a year 
and a half subscription for the price of one year. This only applies 
to the original subscribers  who have taken all six of Volume 1.  

All future issues will be supplied as a link to the subscriber page 
on www.kitlotus.com . The password will be changed for every 
new issue and will last until the next publication. Those  who 
chose not to re-subscribe will automatically lose access to the 
subscriber page as their original subscription expires. 

Thank you all for your support, I will continue to strive for     
worthwhile Lotus stories to be included in the pages of Kit Lotus. 

 

Has to be my favourite kit of the year, really enjoyed building this 
one, can’t wait for the next Profil24 Lotus. 

Another favourite from this years offerings, the Lotus Plus 2 S 
130 should be modelled in bigger scale — see ‘lets lobby’ 



Motorsport in Detail—Lotus 49 

Motorsport in Detail is a range of photographic CD ROMs featuring 
close up shots of Motorsports subjects. 

I spotted them for sale on the Best Balsa Kits  website  and     
naturally the Lotus subject caught my eye as possible research 
material for modelling. The cover of the CD is a 49 in Gold Leaf 
Colours, very tempting so I went  ahead and clicked on ‘buy now’. 
Wim s’ excellent service saw the CD drop in my letter box  from 
Belgium in just a few short days. So at the first opportunity it was 
opened and slotted into the disc drive. 

The CD is nicely broken down into sections covering Body/Wheels, 
Cockpit, Front  End and Engine, some 136 close up photographs in 
all and with a couple of other pages with specification and a brief 
history. These last two pages are padding really with no significant 
content but the subject matter of the others make up for it getting 
close in to areas of the car you would not normally get this close 
to. 

The CDs are not marked, labelled or identified in any way as     
specifically for model making, they are in my view simply a close up 
pictorial study of the subject but, if you are like me , you will take 
any opportunity to get details such as this into  your research   
library. I mention this so as not to get anyone who buys the CD to 
expect anything any different. 

I don’t think it is as good as Formula Perfect or the Japanese F1 
Modelling or Model Car Magazine standard of photography if you 
buy it specifically for modelling, so just be aware. However, for any 
Lotus nut, it is gold dust. 

Another slight downside, is the car content. Although labelled as 
Lotus 49 F1 in detail, the subject is one car only.  In this case it 
looks to be a 49B and I am guessing it is Chassis R8  judging by 
the Antipodean scrutineers’ labels  on the 49C type rollover hoop 
and the information in Michael Oliver’s superb book about the 49. 
It could even be a 49T but to confirm that it would be a case of 
counting rivets!  My expectancy was to see the types from 1967 to 
the end.  It has the 49B rear subframe  but without any of the 
49C/72 triple wing mounts. 

Close inspection shows the wear and tear of a racing career on the 
car with lots of shots showing the suspension parts . Of use to 
modellers are the shots with covers removed and the photographs 
of the front end arrangement  which give detailed layouts of the 
brake and clutch fluid reservoirs and front end plumbing. 

The cockpit detail shots also reveal that this car has worked for a 
living, it’s Momo steering wheel quite worn and with no Lotus boss 
in the centre but nevertheless enough detail about the gauges and 
switches to give some super detailing ideas. The pedal box is very 
basic and cramped but has yet more plumbing running through it. 
The gearlever cut out is clear enough to see the wear on the edge 
of the panels where countless blisters have no doubt been 
spawned! 

Lots of detail in the engine bay showing all the suspension parts, 
cabling and plumbing plus the details of the saddle tank style oil 
reservoir is prominent with cooler mounted directly on top.  

All this amounts to quite a reference tool  

  

 At €17.50 plus postage, less the previous Kit Lotus discount 
generously given by Wim, it was worth the buy and will help me 
when building any 49  kit.  www.motorsportindetail.com is the 
website  but a quick visit at the time of writing showed most of 
the pages to be still under construction , keep an eye on it for 
later especially if you have an interest in other motorsport 
subjects. For the current range , see www.bestbalsakits.be. 
Wim has them in stock as well as a huge range of Lotus stuff 
but unless you want a massive hole in your wallet  don’t look 
too far, there are too many temptations to cope with all at 
once. 

 www.kitlotus.com 
The essential read for Lotus model car enthusiasts 

SMTS has released the Lotus 48 F2 models in Team Lotus and 
Gold Leaf Team Lotus colours, both are available from Merrymeet 
Models and I bet they are cheaper than most places. Drop Rae a 
line, the website is www.mmcars.co.uk. 

Sorry for the quality of the pictures , best I could find I’m afraid. 

I emailed SMTS about future Lotus prospects but they were too 
busy to comment!  They are fairly prolific in their Lotus  offerings 
so it is a fair bet they will 
continue in the same 
vein. Anyone who has 
visited the Jim Clark 
Room at Duns will      
recognise many of their 
built models on display in 
the vast trophy      cabi-
nets lining the walls. 



 

 www.kitlotus.com 

Update  - Cliff Alison Transporter 

 

The last issue of Kit Lotus featured the 1:43 scale 1954 Team 
Lotus Transporter and a promise of a follow up in the form of 
anecdotes from one of the original drivers. 

The transporter started life at the family coach service of Cliff 
Alison in Brough Cumbria, where it was first converted to trans-
porting race cars when Alison changed to a Lotus Eleven whilst 
still driving in the old 500cc Formula 3. 

Thanks to Rae Dobbins of Merrymeet Model Cars, I am able to 
bring these comments from Brian Allart who drove the trans-
porter in the mid to late fifties .......................... 

“ I have been asked to contribute  a brief editorial regarding my 
experiences and involvement with Lotus in the early days. Unfor-
tunately, this all happened 50 years ago and having no written 
records you will have to forgive me if my memory is a little befud-
dled, and please ...... Any corrections to errors are welcomed. I 
am sure there are those who will have far more interesting 
memories to relate than I, however, every little piece of Lotus 
history is important. 

Having been in the motor trade since I left school, it was the 
mid-fifties when I happened to come across a newspaper adver-
tisement saying Lotus Engineering at Hornsey were seeking 
employees. I was interviewed by the late ‘Nobby’ Clarke and 
given the job. It basically involved assembly and development of 
Lotus Sevens, Elevens and Fifteens. The Elite was just beginning 
production. I built the first Seven to be fitted with a Coventry 
Climax engine. I remember spending some time modifying the 
chassis cross tube at the front of the gearbox tunnel to clear the 
bell housing, also when I came to fit the bonnet, it was fouling 
the carburettor. Roy (Babcock) said ‘no holes or dings to made 
in the bonnet’ so I said ‘ lets cut the top off and shorten the 
front dashpot’. Roy managed to find a Tap to re-cut the correct 
thread enabling refitment of the piston damper cap, and I see by 
the photo it retains that mod’ today. Graham Hill won his race 
with the car on it’s first outing at Boxing Day Brands Hatch. It 
eventually became the Lotus demo’ car ( 7 TMT) in the hands of 
Peter Warr. The car came to Australia in the early sixties and 
now resdies in Melbourne in concours condition ( see pic.). 

I had been there a couple of years when Roy Babcock, works 
manager, called me into his office and said that one of their 
customers was looking for someone to maintain his racing  

Eleven and Formula 2 Cooper Climax. It would entail race meet-
ings on the Continent, would I be interested? ‘Would I’ !!!!!!!! So I 
met up with John Campbell Jones and joined forces with him. He 
operated from a mews garage in Kensington. John also offered 
me a flat, so I had a mews flat all to myself. Our first trip was the 
Syracuse Circuit in Scicily. We took the Formula 2 Cooper on a 
trailer towed by the hottest Morris Minor ever.... Fitted with an Alta 
cylinder head and I have no idea what else but it was quick. 

Prior to our trip to Scicily, Lotus had recently attempted to do Lon-
don– Rome– London in 48 hours with a Lotus Elite for a bit of 
publicity but had failed. So John decided to have a go with the 
Morris Minor. Everything was organised and all petrol stops had 
been set up as pit stops. The starting point was Westminster 
Bridge and the car was driven to Dover for the Cross Channel 
Ferry. Everything went according to plan and he arrived back at Le 
Touquet Silver City Airways terminal in good time from Rome and 
was on track to make it. Unfortunately due to fog the aircraft take 
off was delayed for an hour and a half so he missed out but not 
by much. 

John had bought a Lotus Seventeen and the original ex Team 
Lotus Bedford transporter that could carry two cars and had 
sleeping and dining facilities. I believe originally it had been modi-
fied by Cliff Alison. I drove that beast all over the continent...... 
France, Belgium, Sweden, Denmark, Germany, Austria, Italy even 
as far don as Sicily. It had one major problem, driving over the 
Cols and Passes you could use the brakes a couple of times be-
fore they either faded completely or caught alight! Going down 
some of the steep hills on the German Autobahns travelling at 
night wasn’t so bad, the huge lorries would be crawling down in 
low gear and you could see the road for miles ahead so you just 
knocked it out of gear and let it go. In the cabin was a carpet that 
used to float a couple of inches off the floor in places due to the 
pressure build up ........ Seriously!! 

I remember one incident when we were trying to catch the mid-
night ferry from Dover to Calais. It was the usual last minute dash 
to make it on time and soon after passing        ..................contd 

 

 

John Campbell-Jones with the London Rome London 
Minor 

Original Climax engined Lotus Seven now in concours 
condition down under. The reduced height front dashpot 
can just be seen 



Cont’d.............................. 

The Brands Hatch circuit on the Sidcup By-Pass there was quite 
a steep downhill section, maybe Wrotham Hill?  It was the usual 
procedure, no traffic, knock it into neutral and let it go. I looked 
out of the drivers side window and alongside me was a Police-
man on a Triumph Speed Twin laying flat over the handlebars 
trying to match the pace of the  transporter and at the same 
time, trying to wave me down. I kept going until I reached the 
bottom of the hill and eventually slowed to a halt. The Police-
man had parked his bike and was walking back to the trans-
porter as I was getting out. His opening words were ‘ how fast do 
you think you were travelling down that hill?’ I, in all innocence 
relied ‘ maybe 35 mph’ He said, ‘look into my eyes, can you see 
any green?’ Needless to say I received a ticket and a lengthy 
lecture. I remember him walking away still shaking his head in 
disbelief at the speed we had been going. There are just too 
many wonderful occasions during that period to try and remem-
ber, or to include in this article. It was just a great life style. 

I was with John for a couple of seasons. While we were away in 
Europe John had leased out the Kensington garage to a com-
pany called DRW Engineering. I knew the guys as they were all 
ex Lotus racing mechanics. On our return from one continental 
trip at the end of the season, John told me that he had worked a 
deal with DRW and they would be looking after the cars from 
now on. Before I came to Aussie in 1968, John had moved from 
his Kensington flat and was living in Surrey ( I think). He invited 
me down one day and I was trying to find his house. At one 
stage I found an entrance to a property having two large stone 
pillars with wrought iron gates that were open leading to a long 
driveway. I drove up the drive and there were several old wrecks 
of cars lying around. I continued on and suddenly on the right I 
noticed a familiar sight. It was the old transporter in a very sorry 
state but basically complete and restorable. 

A none too friendly fellow appeared, accompanied by an even 
less friendly hound making a meal of a steel girder. He asked 
what I wanted? I showed him the address I was looking  for, etc, 
etc I then asked him about the transporter. He said it used to 
belong to a chap that raced speed boats. I didn’t enlighten him 
as to it’s original history. When I eventually met up with John I 
discovered the transporter was only a couple of miles  away 
from John’s house. I told John what I had discovered and I heard 
that he later tried to buy it but the fellow did not want to sell. I 
wonder where the transporter is now. It would be a wonderful 
piece of Lotus history to restore. 

      BVA 

 

 

Team Lotus  mechanics at Monza with the Transporter. Mike 
Warne (left) and Basil Denny. Willie Griffith is in the garage 
and the man at the rear of the car is an Italian helper 

Original Climax engine Lotus Seven being assembled in the 
Lotus Components  workshop in Hornsey 

I have received some interesting  information back from Mike 
Serrurier in South Africa following my question about his name-
sake in the previous issue of Kit Lotus, one Doug Serruirier. Doug  
was indeed related to Mike , his uncle in fact and he had a distin-
guished Motor Sport Career in his own country  by building and 
racing his own mid engine F1 car in the South African Fi Chamapi-
onship. The car was an LDS and based on the Cooper design of 
the day. I will tell you more next issue, just ran out of space this 
time.      JT 



Make good use of the website 

All previous issues are available for 
download.  

There is a Guest Book where comments 
can be left which may be viewed by other 

Lotus  enthusiasts 

 www.kitlotus.com 

 

 

 

Kit Review 

1:43 Scale SMTS Lotus Elan 
Another of my Lotus collection, this one also hails form the early nineties, I bought it 
from Showcase Models in Penrith Cumbria. By SMTS—Scale Model Technical      Services 
it is unmistakably Elan. The kit gives you the S4 option as well but I chose the Elan 
Sprint version because I think the Gold Leaf Team Lotus overtones look brill! 

I had to do a slight bit of body filling with this nicely proportioned bodyshell, a small mix 
of MILLIPUT , let it cure then use a very fine grit wet and dry before priming and painting, 
top colour red was applied using an off the shelf car spray can and the white lower panel 
was hand painted with Tamiya acrylic using my favourite flat sable brush. Masking the 
colour split was not too delicate an issue in this case with the waistline broken by gold 
coloured bumpers and the gold side stripe, so painting was an overall painless affair. 

Matt black was used for the interior with brown for the wood effect dash and the steer-
ing wheel rim. Lastly I chose the black steel wheel option which was a factory regular at 
the time . This is the only Elan kit that I have in my collection, I have the diecast Corgi 
versions but I keep meaning to get a Gunze 1:24 version. 

 

The kit from SMTS includes the normal type of instruction sheet from that period with a hand 
drawn illustration and the assumption that the assembler has some level of experience. Very 
little fettling had to take place to  make the bits fit together and the kit came together quite 
quickly overall.  

Virtually all in white metal, there are no resin parts and just a few small photo etch parts such 
as interior mirror to compliment the kit. The windscreen surround proved to be the most    
troublesome to fit . Being in white metal and with such a big opening, it needed quite a bit of 
straightening even just from the box to get any form of fit, these things are so delicate.       
Having arrived at a point that satisfied my impression of the correct shape, I was very         
disappointed with the quality of the vac form for the windscreen itself and found it impossible 
to get any sort of shape into the corners of the windscreen surround. There is no room or   
tolerance to re-shape the screen surround without the car then becoming something else 
other than an Elan. So, I think I got the best compromise but certainly I think that the           
stablemate Elan +2S kit was a much better build and with more closer fitting vac forms.  

Once again, a pleasing result from a company who are good at giving us Lotus collectors the 
models we need. 

Component Quality ¶¶¶ 

(I marked this down due to the vac form) 

Ease of assembly                 ¶¶¶¶ 

Clarity of Instructions ¶¶¶¶ 

Decals   ¶¶¶ 

(I thought these were ordinary, not special) 

Overall Appearance ¶¶¶¶ 



Finished  at Last 

 Finally, I am happy with the results of my Profil 2 4 Lotus Eleven 
build now that I have fitted the small photoetch components that 
help lift the appearance of any kit. This one being no exception and 
includes four bonnet straps, two spring clips, lamps to illuminate 
the numbers at night and a dozen or so fasteners for the ‘wet 
weather equipment’. 

My tip for these tiny items is to use pointed cocktail or meat      
skewer sticks, super glue and spit! 

If the items need painting, try and paint them on the sprue. Key 
them first with wet & dry because many photo etch parts are 
stainless steel these days and paint has a habit of not sticking to 
shiny surfaces. 

When you are ready to assemble your photo etch, prepare your 
actions carefully. Get your superglue, a suitable surface such as a 
cutting mat. Sharp craft knife and some sharp cocktail sticks. 

Prepare your component and have it ready , off the sprue. Make 
sure you know where you will be glueing it to and bear in mind that 
too much glue can turn any fine paint job into mush. Use the glue 
very sparingly either by a long thin applicator or a blob on some 

cardboard, transferred to the model using the sharp cocktail    
stick. Dip the stick in your glue and transfer just enough to create 
the bond, touching it lightly on the model in the appropriate place. 

Getting the delicate part off the table on to the model can be a 
trauma even with the sharpest tweezers. This is where the spit 
comes in. Using  a blunt cocktail stick , I wet the end before placing 
it delicately at right angles on to the part, lift it gently and transfer it 
to the tiny spec of super glue you have already placed in the right 
position on the model. Because you aren’t applying pressure, it is 
possible for a few seconds at least to effect slight repositioning of 
the part if needed and to do this I use the blade of a scalpel. Of 
course a reasonable magnifying glass is always a bonus in this 
operation. 

Only thing left is to pose on the F1 wheel with it’s Profil 24         
stablemate and retire to the display cabinet. Right then, what about 
the Europa and the 97T and the 78 s and the 49s and 
the..................................................? 

 

Fancy a good regular Lotus  read?  

You don’t have to be an owner to join the Historic Lotus 
Register but, as member 420, I receive their excellent 
quarterly magazine.  Very well edited by Peter Ross and his 
team with some cracking articles and Lotus history but 
also with many car specific rebuilds featured. These are a 
modellers dream with lots of detailed chassis, body and 
engine pictures. Many  well known Lotus people also give 
their anecdotes and stories . It is worth the £20 annual 
membership just for the magazine.  

Peter Ross  is a respected Lotus historian with published 
volumes of his own. 

Still not tried paper modelling yet? Visit 
www.kitlotus.com to find out how 



Boost your diorama 
 

        Photographs courtesy of Lyndon Crowe  

I have discussed figures before , asking the question do they add 
realism to your kits? Especially outside of any diorama where fig-
ures are inevitably adding to the realism. This appeals to many 
model builders and in these pages we have glimpses of some 
readers own creations , carefully painted and certainly a credit to 
the modeller. So, with the help of readers, I will attempt to put 
some  flesh on the bones of painting figures. 

Lyndon Crowe runs a website www.lynsmodels.com where he   
advertises the 1:43 painted figures he creates from Denizen 
miniatures and some of his own. Fortunately for us, many of his 
subjects are Lotus inspired with separate galleries dedicated to 
Jim Clark, Graham Hill and Stirling Moss. He  offers several poses, 
from the basic standing pose, driver figure stepping in to a car, 
driver figure fastening helmet and even a driver figure sitting, 
head bent in the solitude of contemplation. 

Lyndon has very kindly volunteered an article on his products for a 
future issue. I have to confess I have no history of painting 1:43 
scale figures although in a lot younger day, I would happily sit for 
hours painting vast armies of Airfix  1:72nd scale soldiers.  

Painting figures in 1:43 Scale is not easy, bearing in mind these 
pictures are larger than the model subject, but at true scale they 
give a pretty satisfactory depiction of the person. 

www.lynsmodels.com 

When painting any figures, no matter what the scale, it is always  
best to wash them thoroughly in soapy water before painting but 
after you have sealed any split lines around arms or legs/ heads 
that have had to be assembled, using standard modelling putty. 
The figure is ready to paint and is ready to be painted in the way 
YOU wish to paint it, to the standard YOU choose that will give 
you the satisfaction of a well finished product to YOUR           
standards.  

Avoid using gloss paint except where it is required, crash helmets 
for example, but even here it is best to tone down darker colours 
as the correct shade may look great on something larger, but it 
does tend to look darker on smaller objects. 

There are three main principles  -   (i) Paint in the same order as 
dressing a naked figure, exposed parts such as skin first. Then 
paint the hair (and any facial hair like moustache or beards). 
Next paint the underwear, coat, trousers and shoes in this order. 
(ii) Paint the hollow areas before the sticking out bits and (iii) 
Apply light coloured paints before dark coloured paints. 

The most important feature of any figure is the face, unless of 
course you are  painting Darth Vader then a gloss black dip 
would be fine, but anything requiring facial features must also be 
done in strict order to obtain added realism. Using the light   
colours first principle, paint the whites of the eyes then follow on 
with the flesh tones to the whole face. If the most important  
feature is the face, the key to the face is the eyes so get this right 

and you will  be so 
pleased with the 
efforts. Usually, the 
eyes are   arranged 
symmetrically with 
the pupils  directly 
above the ends of 
the lips. To get the 
pupil right, paint the 
iris as a small dot of 
paint, whichever 
colour the subject 
has — if you know it 
— then put a tiny dot 
of white paint in the 

centre to form the pupil, this gives the effect of light on the eye 
and will put a bit of life into your figure.  

Other painting effects such as shading and bordering need to be 
considered, these take into account the unevenness of figures 
but once more, should be to your own preference. I use a book 
called ‘The Military Modellers Compendium ‘ by Ken Jones ( ISBN 
1-85486-053-4) for my reference work and whilst his painted 
figures are stunning, there are times where the shading and 
bordering have been exaggerated for my taste, so you should 
experiment and develop your own style by mixing  the correct 
colour with hints of white ( to lighten) and black (to darken). Work 
on the principle of applying light coats and this should ensure 
you don’t get clear contrast lines but gives you the image of 
shade and light. Try it, you might just be pleased with it.                
JT 

 




