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Editorial

How is the market just now?....... Bitofastu-
pid question in these depressed times but signs of a false
optimism must not be taken lightly. It was 2003 when |
first registered with ebay the on line auction site to go
looking for model cars. Around that time, if you searched
for Lotus model kits (not diecast) worldwide, you would be
lucky to find two or three pages, today, just before the
Lotus Show, | found eight pages of models and twenty
three pages of diecast. This suggests two things, that the
market is really buoyant and there is still plenty of
opportunity or, people are trying all methods to offload
stock or collections to raise cash.

It seems bids reflect on the subject being auctioned but it
is not untypical for vendors to offer kits at very competitive
prices only to put a sting in the tail with a hefty postal
charge so beware of this. The other side to ebay is the
question when is a bargain not a bargain? Just because it
is on ebay does not make it cheaper. For example, the
aftermarket detailing kits are common on ebay but you
should check with the retailers first. A 1:20 scale Studio
27 decal set for the Indy Turbine car is on a ‘ buy it now’
for £21.07 including postage whilst you can buy the same
item from Grand prix Models for just £11.95 inc P+P

At the higher value end of the market things are also
happening, more options to obtain the services of a
specialist builder to assemble that precious model such
as the Hong Kong based kanemodels.com are building
Tameo Super Kits to a very high standard.

Not sure how much of the $469 US is taken by the fancy
Perspex plinth?

MG Models of Italy are listing a 1:12 replica of Jim Clark’s
Lotus 25, no prices yet but reserves are being taken by
GPM, expect this to be a four figure price.

Lobby Fodder.......

Last issue | spoke of lobbying manufacturers to get
making some of the missing Lotus models and readers
responded with some ideas. | promised to use the
Donington weekend to do the same and canvass opinion
from other enthusiasts when in actual fact | didn’t need to
canvass, visitors to the Kit Lotus stand were volunteering
their wish lists without any prompt from me. Three models
kept coming up in conversation and we are talking about
larger scale, 1:24 to 1:18: The Lotus Elan type 100,
possibly due to the Elan Central contingent, then the
Lotus type 89 Excel which surprised me as it is quite rare
and not represented at the show. But, by far the most
asked after Lotus in a larger scale was the Lotus Elan +2,
overwhelmingly the most popular not made model Lotus
(SMTS version excepted). Surely these would fly off the
shelves so the next step is to push the lobby forward and
all manufacturers can expect a shove from Kit Lotus
readers in the shape of a pester campaign from this
website starting with a letter campaign.

Next issue: More news and features about the collecting, and
building of miniature Lotus models.




Kit Review— Tamiya Lotus Europa Special with Studio 27 decals

Two of Tamiya’s 1:24 Scale Lotus Europa Specials sit in my
collection, until recently, both remained unbuilt and as the road
is paved with good intentions, | bought an aftermarket decal set
from Studio 27 determined to build a non-standard kit.

The decal set was the Gold Leaf Team Lotus livery with options for
the ADAC 1000kms or the BOAC 500 kms race from 1967.
Driver options include Tim Schenken and John Miles.

As usual, the component quality was up to the high standards we
expect when opening any Tamiya box and the build proceeded
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without much drama. | had prepared the body shell ( see previous
issue) in red and white livery so apart from painting and
assembling the rest of the components, the biggest drama was
attaching the highly polished adhesive components and the
LOTUS lettering.

Tamiya opted for a rub down solution for these items like
LETRASET involving removal of the protective backing, applying
the decal to the body and using a wooden cocktail stick/food
skewer for example, to rub down the item through the carrier
sheet directly on to the body. Not as easy as it looks, mainly
because of the small size of the items. Dexterity and guile are
required.

Cut the item from the sheet but leaving as little backing as
possible yet ensuring it is big enough to handle. By cutting the
sheet appropriate to the panel which the decal is to be attached,
the sheet edge can be used as a guide to position the item. This
Tamiya kit had small etchings on the body panels in the positions
of the decal, a good guide but still difficult to apply .

When you have rubbed the decal down through the carrier sheet,
the next step is to remove the carrier sheet. This will determine
how good a job you have made. If you lift the carrier sheet straight
up, there is a chance the decal will not stick. The secret is to pull
the carrier sheet off the rubbed down decal using an acute angle
as possible . If you do drop a clanger and can’t get the carrier to
release, do not panic, using a very sharp scalpel or modelling
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knife , retrieve the carrier paper and gently lay it back over the
decal before rubbing it down using the wooden meat skewer

Next , the decal set. | make no claim that the finished version is
anything other than a standard Lotus Europa with a period paint
job.
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I Component Quality PAQAS* §d I
Ease of assembly PGk Gk kg
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| selected the Gold Leaf livery for the finished model and set
about applying the decals. Surprisingly | found that these are not
Cartograf decals but xxx, nicely printed but the stripes were
prone to break and needed an extra cover coat of acrylic to help
me position them fully and to keep them on the car. A little
disappointing really.

Overall, | am happy to have finished another build - that’s two
this year! Nice to see a Gold Leaf car in the cabinet even if it is
not an authentic race version.




Europa continued

Star car

Europa build continued.......

You will no doubt spot a glaring error on the finished Europa,
there is normally a full width bumper across the rear but my
model is lacking in this department. | was doing a little
finishing work and noticed our dog sitting to attention under the
table with a sheepish glint in her eye. She was trying to hide
something in her mouth like dogs do but they know you have
clocked them. Sure enough, after gently prizing her teeth apart,
| found two halves of very twisted and broken Europa rear
bumper, beyond repair! So you will just have to imagine one in
place.

If you are going to have a birthday and you have a
daughter, or wife for that matter, who is a dab hand at
baking scrumptious full fruit celebration cakes, make sure

you get one like this. Even the photo of the Elite is edible.

Don’t drive afterwards though, it should be full of Brandy or

similar tipple and for those with a nosey disposition there

are no candles on the cake because they would spoil the
picture, not that there was insufficient room!

I had an invitation from Sherwood Restorations at Southwell
Nottinghamshire, to pop in and look at an interesting car they
had recently been asked to work on. Knowing my passion for
Lotus and my last visit to see the Lotus 26R belonging to a
famous English rock star, they invited me back because the
same rock star had indeed bought another Lotus. This time a
Lotus Mark IV and just as the 26R has been recording some
really competitive times during Donington Park testing.

The Mark IV has being treated to a totally refurbished Coventry

Climax engine and has been fitted with a FIA roll cage, it is
awaiting FIA papers to allow it to compete although it has a long
history of competition and is currently sporting a FWB Climax
engine. Despite it's long life and racing pedigree, PTX 999 looks
in splendid condition and will no doubt be out on the tracks in
short order. Il understand from the restorers that the 26R may
well be up for sale before long.

It looks like | am about to get roped in to building a replica 26R
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