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Editorial

Slowly but surely, manufacturers are responding to our
pleas for someone to make a big scale Lotus Elan +2 kit or
ready built. Those responses are though, somewhat flat
and there will be a need for some creative thinking on
someone’s part if we are to persuade the industry that this
model is a definite winner.

| sent the plea in writing to the big and the small, the highly
technical and the cottage industry. Not surprisingly, the
bigger manufacturers have virtually all responded with a
polite letter telling me that my request has been passed to
those very nice people in the Product Development Depart-
ment or similar. Minichamp, Bizzare, Spark and Tamiya
have all replied in the same vein.

Predictably, the small artisan companies whom we rely on
were the most descriptive as to why they have no plans to
make the Elan +2, unless that is, someone comes up with
the development cash. SMTS quoted me a figure of £5000
tooling charges that would get the model from a photo-
graph to a size for size brass master then to the moulds.
This would start the process for a 1:24 scale model in
white metal or resin with metal components. So, if 50 of us
chipped in £100 quid apiece we could be in business, not
literally of course but the model could be done.
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| contacted SMTS because of their affinity for Lotus models,
they have quite a large range of 1:43 and 1:24 historic Lotus
in their range but typically, they haven’t sold many of the
1:43 scale Elan +2 for some time and so have discontinued
it from the current range. They also told me of the difficulties
of obtaining a licence to make the models from Lotus Cars.
Up until recently they enjoyed the rights to make Lotus
models but this was withdrawn as Lotus concentrated on the
more modern vehicles and lamentably, the people at Lotus

responsible for product licencing seem indifferent to the
older Lotus types.

K & R Replicas were kind enough to reply and theirs was a
similar tale, it is OK several people promising to buy a model,
when the money has been laid out and the kits are available,
people become loath to part with their brass and so K & R
have no plans to create this masterpiece either.

South Eastern Finecast also sent a nice letter but the subject
was just the same. They reported the current slump in sales
of 1:24 scale kits and they have no current plans the make
any just now. It is 10 years since they last produced a 1:24
scale car—they are renowned for being more involved with
model railway replicas— and they too say that the cost
involved would far exceed the possibility of getting a
reasonable return on the investment. They go on to say that
they will be lucky if they ever see a profitable return on the
last new Kits they produced all that time ago.

Visit:

www.duns. bordernet.co.uk

Next issue: More news and features about the collecting, and building of miniature Lotus models.




Editorial continued.............

Another real factor with the advent on computers is the
problem of finding skilled pattern makers who could
undertake the type of work required and produce patterns
acceptable to their needs.

I am grateful for the time taken by particularly the smaller
artisan companies to get back to me about the Elan + 2
and it is a matter of concern the state of the market they
report. But, far from being dead in the water, | intend to
press more manufacturers to consider the Elan +2, after
all, some of the regular model offerings coming out of the
industry in these recessionary times are so obscure but
someone has decided that a market exists for them. Let’s
also not forget that the Elan +2 had a limited option
lifespan with few if any competition versions to hang a
liveried version upon and this will always be a factor.

There are opportunities to see the model makers art and to
inspire yourself by visiting the Jim Clark room in the village
of Duns . Models by SMTS are quite prolific amongst the
many trophies on display in the wall to wall cabinets.

At last the Russians have come up with the goods and
my Lotus Cliff Alison race Transporter kit from
St Petersburg Tram Collection finally arrived courtesy of
Rae Dobbins at Merrymeet Models.

First look in the box reveals a mostly resin kit, quite
delicate in places and a feat of casting for a bodyshell this
size and with this detail , there is no distortion and even in
the box, the body and chassis fit snugly. The interior even
has a Baby Belling inside! Which for those unused to the
term is a small electric cooker. The only metal parts are the
loading ramps and a couple of chassis components all the
rest are from the dreaded resin

No written instructions , just a set of black and white
photographs so some careful research into the colour
scheme will be essential and | look forward to building it.

Not cheap for a resin kit but the subject is rare and one of
those must have in my collection items. The long wait was
worth it, Rae has been very patient with the Russians
having had several delivery promises changed or altered .

Trains, Boats, Plane and Automobiles update

Reader lan Townell sent me this information about a
railway preservation society who have a restored
locomotive in Team Lotus colours! thereby completing the
set. Whether or not they realise such is either pure
conjecture or wishful thinking. The locomotive is in the
livery of the Southern Railway. Built in 1946 , ‘Blackmore
Vale'. This Southern Railway West Country Class 4-6-2
Loco lives at the Bluebell Railway in East Sussex and the
rather nice picture is by Jon Bowers and features on the
Bullieid Society page on the Bluebell site. The
photograph shows Blackmore Vale hauling the Golden
Arrow express.
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www.bluebell-railway.co. uk

MINICHAMPS......

Latest look at the minichamp website shows further
delays on the release dates for the Lotus 81s of Andretti
and De Angelis plus the Lotus 88 of Nigel Mansell . Both
these cars in 1:43 scale. But, also predictable in these
market shrinking times, the long awaited 1:18 scale
Lotus 79s of Andretti, Peterson and Jarier are also put
back.

All are now listed for a December 09 release date,
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