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we have been spoilt for choice over the last few years with the 
diecast detail getting better and better as European Technology 
met the low cost Chinese economy. It is no accident that most of 
the major European  manufacturers have their production plants 
in the far east. As long ago as 1990 I worked with a design   
consultancy in London’s East End who were responsible for all 
the design work on the Exclusive First Edition range of Coaches 
and Commercials and 100% of their output was destined for 
China. It must have been one of the  first ranges along with 
Pauls Model Art Minichamps to be set up exclusively with      
Chinese production in mind. It made sense that costs were 
lower so the design investment and tooling quality could be  
increased.  

The article predicts a slow down in output of new models and no 
doubt some of the dozens of new releases previewed at        
Nuremberg in spring won’t see the light of day before much 
later, up to a couple of years the typical delay, according to Tran. 

The author of the article was quite derisory toward the European 
specialist manufacturers but judging by the amount of new   
offerings emerging month on month, the industry is alive and 
well and living in a centrifugal casting machine near you. I can’t 
count the number of manufacturers nor could I expect to keep 
up with the out put, hence the specialism in our favourite mar-
que. 

It is inevitable that as costs in China spiral, the tidal wave of 
millions of super detailed diecast will slow and the article      
advocates getting out the glue and spray cans  to resume the 
quest for specialist stuff in the kit arena which is where we are. 
Still it is comforting to know the kit industry is probably more 
stable than the diecast companies. I for one whilst taking my fair 
share of Chinese technology, will not shed a tear whilst          
continuing to get in a mess with superglue and paint. It just isn’t 
the same when you pay your money and someone has done it 
for you, no matter how good it is. Bill Tran is leaving AUTOart to 
try a new challenge! 
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EDITORIAL 
Is the diecast boom over?  A very dear friend of mine from 
Olympia sent me a copy of a recent article from the US publi-
cation ‘Car and Driver’  which featured an interview with Bill 
Tran, the US Business Development Manager for AUTOart the 
Chinese model car company. The article was a first person 
view of the current state of the model car industry carrying the 
tag line ‘The golden age of small wheels crashes into China's 
big problems’. 

In the article, Tran lays out the bleak facts which face the 
small car industry mirroring the real stuff for similar reasons.. 
Rapidly rising costs across every facet of production, from 
wage  costs to the costs of the raw material zamak . From 
cardboard boxes to diesel costs all contributing to a flat profit 
margin in the £10 to £20 range. So like the real motor indus-
try, the model makers are cutting costs and raising prices 
when they can. Detailing on rank and file ranges is being re-
duced whilst the current star cars are being upgraded with 
more detail and moved into the more profitable £40 to £100 
ranges. 

Tran also reports that demand—even for the high quality 
items—is falling and collector wallets are staying firmly in the 
back pocket. He also suggests that not just for the cost is the 
market dropping, his theory is the ‘wow factor’ 

 



I am sure most of you will have heard of John Dawson- 
Darmer the Australian who owned several historic  
Lotus race cars including Jim Clarks 1962 Lotus 25 
and Andretti’s 1979 Lotus 79. He lost his life at the 
wheel of Lotus 63/2 at the 2000 Goodwood Festival 
of Speed. Since then I have often  wondered what 
would happen to the collection, convinced all along 
that it would eventually come on to the market and 
sure enough at the time of writing, Bonhams the    
Auctioneers has the Collection for sale including the 
FWD Lotus 63 so I can only surmise that it has been 
restored following the fatal crash at Goodwood and as 
only two of the complicated Lotus 63 chassis were 
built (the other is in the Donington Collection), it must 

have been restored. 

It is my understanding the Lotus 79 is in the collection  
by virtue of a swap with Classic Team Lotus who did 
not have a genuine Clark car in their collection, the car 
exchanged was the 1965 Tasman Championship    
winning Lotus 32B in Team Lotus colours driven by 
Jim Clark and can be regularly seen whenever CTL 
display . CTL had two 79s retaining one for themselves 
and Dawson-Darmer taking one in exchange, the chas-
sis he took was the fifth 79 to be built, it had never 
won a GP but also had never been crashed and as 
Dawson– Darmer was more interested in the car than 
the history, he was happy with the deal. Naturally, the 
only colour scheme to honour the 79 would be in the 
JPS Livery (1:18 version still on the MINICHAMPS new 
release list for around £69 quid).  

Clarks  1963 championship winning Lotus 25 is ex-
pected to fetch between 1.1 and 1.8 million Australian 
Dollars and there is some speculation on the web that 
undoubtedly part of the collection will see a return to 
Europe. 

Bonhams are quoted as saying that the collection “ is 
arguably the most important and historically           
significant collection of Collector’s motor cars ever to 

 be offered for sale in Australia “ 

Hopefully, whatever the outcome, enthusiasts will be able 
to see the cars in shows, races and displays wherever they 
end up. The collection also includes a lightweight formula 2 
Lotus 16 and a Lotus 18 F1 car. Many illustrious drivers 
have at some point piloted these icons including: Jim Clark, 
Stirling Moss, Lucien Bianchi, Richard Attwood, Masten 
Gregory, Mario Andretti, Carlos Reuteman, Jochen Rindt, 
John Miles, Jo Bonnier, Bob King and Alan Stacey. 

The collection is a tribute to Dawson– Darmer’s lifelong 
commitment to Motorsport, he was a successful Rally    
Navigator as well as the Chairman of the  Historic         
Commission of CAMS (Confederation of Australian         
Motorsport) 

I exchanged emails with Mike Surrurier down there in 
South Africa having first checked out his website. 

Mike is the proprietor of Mikes Miniatures and runs his 
specialist model manufacturing company on the basis of 
producing interesting  subjects. He is the only model maker 
of I am aware of  who is producing a MK1, MK II and MK III 
Lotus in any scale. 

His models are in resin with photo etched detail parts and 
polyurethane tyres. Retailing at £40 each including       
shipping this has to be a bargain fro such an ultimate rare 
subject. Mike offers to bulk up shipping if anyone is       
interested in obtaining one of his kits. I don't mind doing 
the admin stuff if enough are interested, email me at 
mail@kitlotus.com if you would like to obtain a kit but 
please bear in  mind, Kit Lotus is not about selling kits but 
we could make the odd exception if sufficient people are 
interested.. 

Mike is also looking for help, a natural Lotus enthusiast he 
plans to make  a replica of the Clairmonte Special which 
began life as a 1952 Lotus VII before being converted to a 
two seater and re-named. It was only the second Lotus not 
to feature the Austin Seven Chassis. So far Mike has been 
unable to obtain sufficient photographs, if any one can 
help he will be glad to hear from you. Email him on      
mikeser@mweb.co.za 

Take a look at Mike’s  website for photographs of Elites 
and Mark VIIII,s as well as the early Lotus models. There 
are other marques featured but anyone who is prepared to 
tool up and produce such a specialist model not once but 
several times, has to have our support as Lotus model 
builders and collectors. 

Mike has promised to keep KITLOTUS informed of new   

Lotus collection for sale 

Featured website 

www.mikesminiatures.com 

Classic Team Lotus Tasman Championship Lotus 
32B. Former Dawson-Darmer collection member, 
exchanged for the Lotus 79  



BARE METAL FOIL               

Reader Simon Parsons sent me the photographs in this article 
about his experience with bare metal foil. The model is MEA’s 
nice 1:43 scale Lotus X1 and Simon decided he would use the 
Graham Hill Oulton Park  car to emulate the unpainted           
aluminium bodied cars that are currently doing the rounds of 
Historic Sports Car Races. 

Bare metal foil is available commercially, Simon used the prod-
uct from Paul Fitzmaurice at ‘Little Cars’, I get mine from Grand 
Prix Models although Paul offers the product cheaper than GPM. 
Three finishes are available matt, brushed and polished..Simon 
used the matt aluminium version. 

When you buy the foil, as with the special decal paper, you will 
find comprehensive instructions that need to be followed to the 
letter, this can be unforgiving stuff, if you get wrinkles for       
example, the best advice is to start afresh. It can be applied over 
paint but it won’t adhere to any silicone residue so the same rule 
applies to both. With paint, key the surface with fine grade wet 
and dry , if you have to clean the surface use a silicone free  
cutting compound .You will need the sharpest tools from your 
tool box for this, ideally  with your craft knife at its sharpest. 

Foiling a complete 1:43 body shell is no mean feat with multi 
layers being required simply by the shape of the compound 
curves and the typical size of propriety sheets. Typically the foil 
from GPM is 300mm x 160mm  and should be adequate for  
several 1:43 scale models and if only used on sections, will   
accommodate a couple of 1:24 scale model but of course it 
would be impossible to get perfection from one sheet in a single                 
application, so, try not to cover too big an area at once as this 
material is delicate and can easily crease. Careful choice of split 
lines using obvious changes in body shell definition can be a big 
help but this should be less of  hassle if for example you are 
detailing a works X1 with the aluminium panels on the lower 
body shell. 

Make sure you follow the instructions closely  especially when it 
comes to wrap arounds and small components. 

The foil is self adhesive, should be overcut , removed from its 
backing and gently laid on the area to be covered before gently 
firming it into place using your fingers. The ubiquitous cocktail 
stick can help here and cotton buds can help. Take off the point 
and round off the end then use it to smooth the foil by gently 
rubbing  round the contours of the component, the cotton bud 
will also help achieve this. Using a very sharp craft knife, a new 
blade always helps and allow the weight of the blade to achieve 
the cut, there is no need to exert any pressure if the blade is 
surgically sharp. Cut away the excess and use the slightly 
blunted end of the cocktail stick to ensure body seams are    
accurately finished. Using the weight of a very sharp scriber  
along the panel lines without exerting pressure will also help The 
result is  very satisfying but of course, patience is essential. 

Judging by the pictures Simon very kindly sent, he has achieved 
an amazing model. For extended shelf life,  pop your unused foil 
in a polythene bag and keep it in the fridge! 

www.bare-metal.com 

. 
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Techniques — Bare metal foiling 



Lotus 30 

 

Not one of Chapman’s greatest creations, the Lotus 30 could be 
described as one of those projects that demonstrated his single 
mindedness in his own beliefs, preferring to wrestle a project to a 
self destruction point rather than abort early on the advice of 
others. It could also be said that the 30 represented Chapman’s 
opportunist nature and his belief that he could extend the Ford 
connection from the Indy Car project into the increasingly     
popular Group 7 big sports car series. Unfortunately for        
Chapman, that link did exist but with his big rival Eric Broadley of 
Lola cars and the route to the legendary GT40s veered away 
from Cheshunt. 

The backbone chassis of the original Lotus 30, fabricated from 
20 gauge steel was its weak point along with its brake cooling 
problem  and overheating. Even the mastery of Jim Clark could 

not redeem the 30 with only minor success apart from a win at 
Mallory Park. 

So what about the scale model 30, of course there are some and 
even the Lotus ‘failures’ attract the replicators over more       
successful sports racers of the day. Admittedly not many variants 
exist in model form but it is possible to pick up three, all sharing 
an overriding characteristic and a clue to why they were mod-
elled. 

The uncluttered shape allowing for easy moulding/casting is a 
feature not lost on the Slot Car Racing  market. US company 
HAWK made a 1:32 version in the sixties and TAMIYA also came 
up with a 1:32 version in their Mini Racing range. In 1:24 scale, 
an intriguing version cast in resin is available from RESILIENT 
RESIN who can be found at sotacar@msn.com . 

Most obviously a slot car body, but the experienced modeller or 
the scratch builder will recognise its potential for a very nice 
kerbside model of the Lotus 30 and possibly the 40 . No doubt a 
good rummage in the parts box will turn up some of the required 
parts. Alternatively, a raid on ebay could reveal  a donor kit 
(McLaren M8 by Heller Humbrol is one example) and I am sure 
parts from some of the early AMT Indy Fords may help as well.  

The resin shell will need a bit of flash cleaning but will make up 
into a excellent replica, nicely moulded and complete with vac 
form windshield and headlamp covers, RESILIENT RESINS have 
done a good job, the rest is up to you. It is definitely on my to do 
list . 

 

The Hawk version in 1:32 scale is quite crude in  terms of how 
many parts make up the kit but I am making the assumption that 
it too was predominantly aimed at the slot car market as against a 
kerbside model although it does have seating detail and it is a 
product of the mid sixties. The injection moulding of the body is 
accurate and would quite easily work up to a kerbside with some 

kit bashing. These are still regular visitors to web site auctions and 
so should not be too difficult to come by. 

Harder to come by than the Hawk version but also in 1:32 scale, it 
is very rare to see a Tamiya Lotus 30 from the Mini Racer series, 
again, the range name implies slot car and the body has only    
superficial cockpit detail when compared to the Hawk version. The 
wheels on the Tamiya version are more accurate and have      
separate polyurethane tyres whereas the Hawk version has a   
single wheel/tyre moulding. 

It is unlikely I will build either of the smaller versions  but the 1:24 
scale is inviting especially as it will require some scratch works 
and research to obtain the rest of the components. 

 

 

If you have a Lotus model project to share or 
photographs to show, they are welcome in       

KITLOTUS  

Email  to: 

mail@kitlotus.com 




