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EDITORIAL

Readers of Kit Lotus continue to send information and pho-
tos in to me and a couple are featured in this issue. | very
much appreciate the feedback and | would encourage
readers to place comments on the guest book at
www.kitlotus.com although the security code is sometimes
difficult to interpret , but please keep trying.

Again it has not been a very productive kit building period
since the last issue, after all it is supposed to be summer
and there are things to do and events to visit in the great
(but very damp) outdoors. | am writing this on
mid-summers day with the central heating turned on and a
steady grey drizzle making the outside look more like late
autumn.

| have featured a 1:43 scale model of the Lotus MKVX this
month. | built it some years ago but it has had the odd
fettle or three since. | like this one as it epitomises the
spirit of the early Chapman stuff, nice shape very pleasing
on the eye as are lots of ACBC’s motor cars.

Talking of Colin Chapman, | am keeping an eye on the Colin
Chapman Museum website, the Trustees were hoping to
obtain the original Hornsey factory as the museum site but
| gather they are spreading the net out of London because
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the property values for developing the Hornsey site would
mean they have to find a couple of million quid.

| must say that this would rather denigrate the theory and if a
Colin Chapman Museum and Education Centre is to become
reality, would it not be best if the Trustees sought to
collaborate with Classic Team Lotus at Potash Lane? | know
that Hornsey is the spiritual home but a shed somewhere in
the midlands would definitely not be the same. See page 9
for the web link.

Looking over the Spark Models website—early season toy
fairs suggest some tasty Lotus stuff from this prolific suppler
in2008/09, | dropped on www.sparkmodels.com where it
says that the conglomerate of motorsport related e
commerce businesses dealing in memorabilia and model
that includes Spark are up for sale. The website suggests a
change of direction is the reason by the owners although
nothing of the story appears on www.sparkmodels.co.uk.

It certainly would be a shame if these excellent models were
to demise, if the story is indeed true, let us hope that
someone with enough enthusiasm as well as the correct
‘wonga’ will take over and take them from strength to
strength.

If the Lotus 23 -pictured- is anything to go by, anything less
from a potential new owner would be a travesty.

Spark also currently list ‘HMS Hethel’ the Gold Leaf Team
Lotus transporter in 1:43 scale and the Dodge Travco motor
home of the JPS Team also in 1:43 scale but both
considerably less than the SMTS versions, a massive £480
for the transporter ready built from Grand Prix Models, you
can however rely on the SMTS versions being huge on detail.

Next issue: More news and features about the collecting, and building of miniature Lotus models. Part three of ‘ in the footsteps of

legends’.



KIT REVIEW—1:43 SCALE 1957 LOTUS MK IX by Midlantic Models

This is a pleasant kit to build in 1:43 scale multi
media, a white metal chassis and components with a
resin body.

The dreaded resin confronted me again but if it is the
only one available, it has to be done. Lots of high
number grit wet and dry and warm soapy water to get
the Frank Costin designed streamlined body shape
looking as it should is probably the only significant
task to make sure this kit looks good.

Fairly easy paint job and some 3M Finesse when the
paint has hardened leaves a really pleasing effect.

The rest of the components are few but quite a lot of
cockpit detail could be included if desired.

The vac form needs careful attention to get the shape
but a small pair of curved scissors help here and fixing
with adhesive such as Humbrol clearfix is essential.

There is an instrument panel
spaceframe chassis is visible .

and part of the

Nice touches that set the model off are the plated
lamps (rear), the excellent machined wheel rims and
stainless steel etch wires plus the etched bonnet
straps and plated fuel fillers.

Although having no decal requirement other than
numbers, licence plate and Lotus badge, they are
reasonable and went on without mush difficulty.

Overall not much to say about the model except that
the end result is very pleasing and well worth a place
in the Lotus cabinet.

This particular model is based on the works 1500cc
MG engined car 9 EHX driven extensively by Colin
Chapman during the 1955 season. A direct
descendant of the Mk XIll, the MK IX was a cleaned up
version of the earlier car with some dimensional
changes and the accessibility issues with the MK XIlI
particularly in the engine bay. Improved.

This particular car took part
in the 1955 Goodwood nine
hours race but the model
depicted is numbered as per
the Crystal Palace Race.

The Mk 9 appeared at Le
Mans that year in various
forms with 1500 cc, 1100 cc
and 750cc. It was an
inauspicious debut to a short
but successful time at the
Sarthe ,with cars retiring and
one facing disqualification.
Success would come later.

Machined wheels are very
good, with photo etch cen-
tres to form the wires
Generally the photo etch
lifts the model.

Component Quality FeYe Yok
Ease of assembly He e e
Clarity of Instructions e e
Decals PAQk e
Overall Appearance PAQA G ok ke
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Website News

Having a nose around the websites for news, a few of the
Lotus models announced from this years Nuremberg
Trade Fair are starting to appear as imminent. The Autoart
site shows the two 1978 Lotus 79s of Andretti and
Peterson—Austrian GP—versions are due for launch in
2008 in 1:18 scale and a launch price of around £60 each
is mentioned. Similarly Exoto have the Lotus 78 listed for
2008 but their offering has a huge £218.50 price tag ( |
noticed that JPS MK3 doesn’t appear in the titles).

Not diecast but worth a mention Tamiya are listing the
1:12 scale 78 again but this time with etched components
included, should be something.

More model bits with the odd Lotus

www.rallybadge.co.uk



Decal restoration

You have just opened the box of a plastic kit you bought
off ebay. It is original but the box has been opened before,
the components including the decals are all there but it is
thirty years or so old and it is obvious it has not been
stored kindly. Time has taken it's toll and the decals whilst
unused are curled and they have yellowed with age, it is
quite likely that when you attempt to use them, they are so

Up to thirty years old? Could be problems, this sheet has

had protective bond applied but will still be scanned

brittle that they will disintegrate before your eyes, so what
do you do?

In this day and age, we can do something about it for not
much cash. If you are reading this, chances are you have a
computer and maybe a printer and maybe a scanner. If
you have the latter, you are in business but you need a
fairly decent scanner with reasonable scanning resolution.

By using Inkjet Water-Slide Photo- Coated Decal Paper, it
is possible to scan your original decal sheet and reproduce
it using Inkjet Water Slide Photo Coated Decal Paper. Plus,
if you ruin any of the new decals, you can repeat the proc-
ess until you have achieved the desired results.

Like everything, patience is required, firstly you have to
scan the originals and get the right size out using the
adjustments on your PC. A straight scan into the scanned
documents folder is usually OK.

A note about copyright here, | only advocate this for restor-
ing decals for your own personal use and | would not
condone copying and reselling of anything that you do not
own the copyright for.

The decal paper is easily obtained, | get mine from
creativepaper@googlemail.com and it is reasonably
priced. You can get a pack of five or so A4 sheets for less
than a tenner.

Producing the decals from a scan could not be more
simple.

Once you have the scanned image sorted, set your inkjet
printer to the normal setting and place the decal paper in the
sheet feeder so that it will print on the white faced side. After
printing it should take about one hour to dry fully but then
you have a sheet of decals for almost nothing .

Treat them in the normal way, cutting around each one and
immersing in water for one minute before sliding the decal
off the backing sheet on to your model. Please note at this
point that unprinted areas will appear white but do not fret,
we have the answer.

Gently wipe over the decal with your preferred medium, | use
a small piece of sponge or kitchen roll ,removing any
remaining surface water. Again allow the decal to dry.

Now, the white bits! When you buy decal paper it normally
has a white background and any unprinted area of the decal
will appear white but it can be made clear (transparent). If
you want these unprinted areas to appear see through,
simply spray the decal with polyurethane varnish spray
(solvent based) which is available from model or DIY stores.

The varnish can be sprayed on either before you apply the
decal or afterwards but beware spraying solvents on plastic
models. It is probably best to spray the decals before
application. Either way, the unprinted areas will be see
through.

Applying a clear acrylic paint or a clear polyurethane varnish
over the top of the decals and surrounding surface once it
has been applied will seal the decals permanently.

Grand Prix Models is the bench mark company for anything
related to automodelling. | had a recent look at their web
site just to drool over the Lotus kits and it boasts a full 57
pages of Lotus related subjects, mainly kits and accessories
but quite a few books and DVDs. This equates to 510 items
Lotus! Surely enough to satisfy all of our needs. An
interesting 1:43 offering of a Lotus 97T for a mere £980
took my breath, Ok there are only 8 of these available but
that is serious money. LP Creations are the makers. The MG
Models Lotus 79 in 1:12 are still listed, a snip at £1900
ready built!!

| know most of the items are on special order but if you look
at the number of model subjects offered by GPM, it is physi-
cally impossible to expect them to stock everything. The fact
that they have a supply chain that feeds the special orders,
makes GPM what it is. Whilst they are never going to be the
cheapest, if they don’'t have what you are looking for,
chances are they know a man who does and they will get it

www.kitlotus.com




49 Briefing — what price accuracy?

This subject has always fascinated me for several reasons, the
main one being the lack of ‘anorak’ comment about the various
Lotus 49B models that are currently available to us. Don’t get me
wrong, when it comes to exact detail | can be as picky as the next
bloke, but my philosophy of building or collecting models that
suit you the collector, is the most important thing for me.

Like most small boys in the 1950s, MOKO LESNEY toy cars were
eagerly collected before progressing to Dinky and Corgi, now look
where we are. Little did | know then that LESNEY would have a
bearing on my life much later. When Lledo models came out in
the eighties, | was one of those who spotted the potential of us-
ing the Lledo model T Van for short run promotional models.

No radius arm cut-outs on the Tamiya 49B

Short cut the story, | had the opportunity to visit the Lledo factory
in Enfield twice and on one occasion had a meeting with the
owner and founder Jack Odell. The fact that he was one of the
original Lesney founders from all those years ago was quite
something but even better, following the demise of Lesney in UK
as a toy manufacturer, he bought the original injection moulding
machines and started Lledo models. He told me that you should
always have certain models in a range including a van, a bus, a
fire engine etc and that his range was never meant to be any
scale but caricatures of the subject and | always took this advice
when preparing models for sale.

Fast forward a bit further and the many swapmeets and model
fairs | attended with my diecasts and conversion kits always drew
comment from the ‘expert’ how many rivets this panel should
have and that decal is in the wrong place etc. In fact it got that
everyone seemed to be vying to prove each other wrong. It has
therefore always been a surprise to me that when it comes to the
Lotus 49B, we are happy to be almost patronised in the way the
current crop of models passed off as 49Bs are foist upon us. OK
SO we can’t expect companies to make massive expensive tool-
ing changes for the sake of a detail or two but the shape of the
tub on the 49 is not he same as the 49B or even the 49T. The
rear radius arm cut outs on the 49B are significantly missing on
the mainstream models.

Tamiya passes the 49 tub off as a 49B and so do Quartzo, Exoto
and so on. It is left to the cottage industry companies producing
low volume resin and white metal to bring any form of 49B
accuracy to the model world. | have heard of an expensive tran-
skit for the Tamiya 49B to convert to the 1968 Monaco version

______ M R N Y T T I D T T T Y T

On my list of projects to do when | retire and have plenty of time
on my hands, apart from building all the Lotus kits in the queue,
is to do something accurate with the Tamiya 49b . | have only
ever seen one such model in the guise of a 49C built by Martin
Oakley of the Formula One Model Club some years ago.

| don’t suppose we can grumble at the amount of Transkits and

Tamiya box shows the real mc coy

specialised
www.rallybadge.co.uk website stands testament to that. But | am
always looking for more. The Studio 27 transkits are magnificent
but again, leave you wanting what isn’t available for that last
finish.

components currently available, my own

The 49B is probably one of the most un represented models
from an accuracy point of view, but from that of the caricature it
is extremely popular, maybe in an effort to produce a 49, the
manufacturers have missed a trick, they should have made a
49B then retooled for the 49 by closing off what would be the cut
outs for the rear radius arms with filling pieces. The different
front wishbones could easily be included and most importantly
the Tamiya wheels could be replaced with more accurate 49B
wheels, particularly the rears.

If the manufacturers were to produce a genuine 49B, the rear
suspension subframe would be changed to the fabricated
version and with it the opportunity would arise to make 49Cs
with more rear wing options including the Jochen Rindt Monaco
version and Emerson Fittipaldi British GP version. The
possibilities are endless. Apart from the specialists, only Humbrol
and Union have as far as | know produced a genuine 49B plastic
kit.

The Tamiya 49 will make the original Gold Leaf 49 but without
the same mirrors as Clark’s original red and white 49 debuted in
the 1968 Tasman Series.

Overall, | would expect accuracy dependant on the cost, the
Exoto website for instance is very heavy on accuracy and
attention to detail but clearly visible in the photographs of
Andretti's Watkins Glen 49B are the lower rear radius arm
mounts of the 49. At $189 retail, this would fall into my ‘must
have accuracy’ category.






