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Next Time in Kit Lotus.......... 
Does a man in your model take away the realism? 

49briefing    How important is accuracy? 

The Studio 
Readers may have noticed my ‘studio’ on photographs featured so 
far in Kit Lotus.  

The main stay podium is a Formula One rear wheel with a       
toughened glass top . It came from the 2004 season Red Bull F1 
car and is complete with the audit trail part numbers confirming it’s 
heritage.  

It came into the  collection as a suitable tool to support my beer 
glasses in the conservatory ,being just the right height against the 
furniture in that room. It was only later that it was press ganged 
into becoming the photographic stage for many of my models. I can 
also benefit from natural light to aid my ordinary digital camera. 

Next issue: Lotus 49 Briefing, Part two of ‘in the footsteps of legends’ plus regular features and  model reviews. Report from the early 
season toy fairs and expected new releases. 

In this issue 
• Editorial 

• Kit review—Profil 24 Lotus Elite 

• Kit review—SMTS Lotus Elan +2 

• The die cast page 

• Race Retro—show report 

• Lotus Festival—show report 

• In the footsteps of legends—part one 

• The essential web directory 

• Progress report (‘e’ for effort) 

Visit www.kitlotus.com 

EDITORIAL 
I didn’t know what to expect when I pressed the button and 
launched issue 1 of Kit Lotus, it was a step into the unknown as a 
Lotus enthusiast reaching to other Lotus enthusiasts. Very    
pleasantly surprised, I can’t really take in the quality of some of 
the  responses. 

They stretch across the globe and it is obvious to me  that there is 
a huge thirst for Lotus models. You will note by the size of this 
issue, 80% bigger than Issue 1, that there is a lot of Lotus to 
cover. The amount of Lotus events and clubs that I have come 
across were more than I knew before and more than I  expected. 

I hoped the magazine would trigger dialogue and interest and it 
has done just that with correspondents from all corners of the 
globe, USA, Australia, Europe, Scandinavia, all covered. I might 
have to find a prize for the biggest Lotus collection, I now know 
one in America boasting 1300 models and one in Finland with 
1200 and that is on top of the other 2000 Sports, GT and Race 
Cars in the same collection! All of the respondents have been very 
supportive swapping notes and advice, knowledge and            
experience. It was always my intention to keep this on a personal 
level with fellow enthusiasts. 

Some of the contacts appear on the web directory page, this will 
be a regular feature. If you know of a site or you have a site    
related to Lotus models, I shall be delighted to add the link to 
www.kitlotus.com  of course, I can not be responsible for the  
content of any site and links are entered at your own risk.  

Model Mika Hakinen in the Tamiya Collection Lotus 
102B 

Lotus 49 Chassis R12—resident of The Donington Collection 
built by Team Lotus for Ford as a purely display vehicle. Is it 

a B, a C or a T.? 



From the very first time this car was revealed to the public at 
the 1957 London Motor Show, it has remained one of the  
prettiest GT cars ever made. It’s competition history just 
escalated and this car gave Jimmy Clark his first ever drive 
at Le Mans in 1959 resulting in a  2nd in class and 10th 
overall. 

French outfit PROFIL 24 have faithfully captured that beauty 
in this 1:24 scale resin kit. The resin parts are fairly ordinary, 
a moderate amount of flash and split line removal is       
required but the body casting was excellent with little work 
required. 

Extremely well presented stainless steel photo etch        
components including the two part wire wheel centres (three 
with the hub) lift this kit.  An aluminium effect dash panel 
sets the trend together with the very delicate but effective 
window surrounds and front grille trim. 

The resin bits may well be ordinary but the design of the 
overall assembly allows the builder to present a more than 
adequate detailed  suspension with the front bottom 
wishbones visible and the Chapman Strut rear suspension. 

Careful use of the brush on the interior detail can be as 
much or as little as the builder requires but the interior,   
visibile through the individually cut and fitted  vac formed 
windows cries out for extra attention. Barely noticeable but, 
the spare wheel sitting behind the seats is resin cast and 
ever so slightly different from the photo etch offerings at 
each corner. For the money , I would have expected a set of 
five identical wheels.  

The vac forms proved to be the most difficult parts to fit with 
a considerable amount of trimming and adjusting needed to 
arrive at the right size from the originals.  The difficulty 
though is only in the amount of patience the modeller can 
display in obtaining the best fit. 

As usual with any resin kit, time spent on the paint job will 
heap dividends on the finished item. This begins at the  
component clean up stage and I always wash resin compo-
nents in warm soapy water, washing up liquid works ok. 
After the initial wash I prepare the bodyshell by removing 
flash and split lines  using wet and dry paper with a final all 
over gentle rub down again with wet and dry (2400 grit or 
finer) followed by another wash and dry. It is now ready to 
paint. 

Very light coats of grey primer, rubbed down with 2400 grit     
between applications should be applied until you are satisfied 
with the final base ready for the top coat. Don’t worry if the top 
coat takes five or six passes with the spray. Do just the same with 
your top colour., light coats with gentle rub downs between     
applications and eventually you will be rewarded with an overall 
solid cover with a reasonable shine. 

Leave the paint job a couple of days and  try and handle the body 
as little as possible whilst you complete the final assembly.    
Before applying the decals, I use FINESSE, a very fine grade   
colour cut fluid, almost as fine as jewellers rouge. It is made by 
the 3M company but similar substances can be obtained from 
good hobby stores. Only a small amount on a very soft cloth is 
required to bring a fine finish on your paintwork—providing of 
course your paint job has been successful. FINESSE won’t hide 
serious paint flaws and is not harsh enough to take off deep 
marks or scratches but does leave an ideal silicone free base for 
your   decals. 

I haven’t scored the decals high on this kit because apart from 

the number roundels the Lotus badge is not very well printed and 
an after market set  that contains a  Lotus badge may be the  
answer (Grand Prix Models have such a set in most scales). 

The clarity of instructions supplied with this kit is adequate for an 
experienced model builder but are nowhere near the standard 
found in a mainstream injection moulded kit. Having said that, 
the illustrations  aren’t bad but access to some photographs of 
the real thing always helps. 

This PROFIL 24 kit is offered in several Le Mans versions as well 
as a road going version . 

    ..............cont’d 

 

Machined wheels are 
very good, with  three 
part photo etch centres 
to form the wires.  Gener-
ally the photo etch lifts 
the model. 

Component Quality ¶¶¶ 

Ease of assembly ¶¶¶¶ 

Clarity of Instructions ¶¶¶ 

Decals   ¶¶ 

Overall Appearance ¶¶¶¶¶ 

More model bits with the odd Lotus 

www.rallybadge.co.uk 

KIT REVIEW—1:24 SCALE 1959 LOTUS ELITE  by Profil 24 




